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STATES-ITEM 


12 U.S. Priests 
Are Arrested, 

Held in Brazil 

MIAMI (AP) — Two Ameri- 
can priests stationed in north- 
east Braizl were arrested Sun- 
day and have been held virtu- 
ally incommunicado since that 
time, according to information 
brought today from that area. 

The arrests were said to have 
been by state security off Hals 
at Recife in Pernambuco State, 
and not by the army which has 
enforced semidictatorial powers 
in Brazil since last Friday. 

The information from Brazil 
identified the priests only as 
Rupiper and Grams. The Ob- 
late Order in St. Paul, Minn., 
said it has missionaries in Bra- 
zil named Darrell Rupiper and 
Peter Grams. 

THE INFORMATION from 
Brazil included this background 
on an unconfirmed basis: 

Both priests were in a group 
of about 30 American clergy- 
men of various denominations 
who a few months ago signed 
la naper criticizing American 


3 support of the Brazilian goven- 
' ment. 

. _ Last Sunday Father Rupiper, 
in his parish paper, condemned 
the institutional act under which 
j the Brazilian government last 
week took new/ powers for it- 
self and suspended Congress. 
The act abolishes the writ of 
habeas corpus for persons 
charged with subversive activi- 
ties — a charge under which, 
pesumably, the piests may be 
held. 

THREE FRENCH priests 
have been held by authorities 
in Brazil since Nov. 28, and 
iieir superior denied access to 
hem. 

There has been increasing 
ension between the Brazilian 
government and elements of the 
Toman Catholic Church who ac- 
cuse it of failing to act force- 
fully for the social welfare of 
the country’s impoverished peo- 
ple. The northeast section of 
Brazil has long been in a pre- 
carious condition economically. 

At St. Paul, the Rev. Leo 
I'igge, provincial superior of the 
Mate Order, said he had re- 
ived rumors that some of the 
rder’s missionaries had been 
rrested, but he had no con- 
rmed information. 



